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Public  Health  Department, 
96,  High  Street, 

BILLERICAY. 
11th  August,  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Basildon. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year  1954,  the  last 
such  report  for  the  Urban  District  of  Billericay,  which  has  now  become 
the  Urban  District  of  Basildon. 

The  year  was  one  in  which  signs  of  an  increased  tempo  of  urbanisa- 
tion, at  least  in  the  physical  sense,  were  evident  in  all  parts  of  the  area. 
Plans  for  industrial  development  are  being  implemented  coincidentally 
with  the  building  of  new  homes,  and  even  the  most  casual  observer 
could  scarcely  fail  to  note  the  changing  landscape  throughout  the 
district. 

During  the  year  the  Urban  Council  became  a Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  thus  became 
responsible  for  ensuring  that  the  composition  of  food  and  drugs  con- 
formed to  certain  requirements. 

Later  in  the  year,  in  July,  the  return  of  free  trading  in  meat  supplies 
brought  with  it  a return  to  use  of  slaughtering  facilities  within  the 
district  for  the  supply  of  meat  to  traders  both  within  and  outside  our 
boundaries.  The  smoothness  of  the  change-over  from  controlled 
trading  to  unrestricted  trading  was  the  result  of  co-operation  between 
all  interested  parties.  The  arrangements  for  slaughtering  have  now 
become  stable  and  the  examination  of  meat  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
occupies  a considerable  amount  of  time,  much  of  which  is  outside 
normal  working  hours. 

I have  again  been  supported  in  my  work  by  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  A.  L.  Ledden,  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  my 
colleagues  in  other  departments  and  my  own  staff,  to  all  of  whom  I 
acknowledge  my  indebtedness. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Patrick  X.  O’Dwyer. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,020 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Home  population  . . 49,450 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1954, 

according  to  Rate  Books  . . . . . . . . 16,150 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1954  . . . . . . £287,133 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  31st  December,  1954 

(estimated)  . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,105 


Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  . . . . . . . . 890  441  449 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . 46  25  21 

Total  Birth  Rate,  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate,  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  population  . . . . . . . . 20.0 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (Male  11, 

Female  10)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.9 


Deaths  Total  Male  Female 

Total  number  of  deaths  ..  ..  551  311  240 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . . . . 9.1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  — — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  8,  Female  7) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
(Male  8,  Female  7)  . . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  7,  Female  4)  . . 11.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  7,  Female  4)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . Nil 


Deaths  from  certain  Diseases 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Malignant  neoplasm 

100 

66 

34 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

2 

1 

16.0 

16.9 

Nil 


Deaths  from  Violent  Causes 

There  were  eighteen  deaths  of  this  nature  of  which  six  were  the 
result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  two  were  classified  as  suicides. 


Statistics 

The  population  has  shown  an  official  increase  of  two  and  a half 
thousand,  the  estimated  mid-year  home  population  being  49,450.  The 
local  estimate  of  population  at  May,  1955  was  51,000. 

The  birth  rate  has  increased  slightly  to  20  per  1,000  of  our  local 
residents.  The  death  rate  on  the  other  hand,  showed  a moderate 
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decrease.  The  infant  mortality  rate  dropped  steeply  from  an  above 
National  average  level  of  37.1  to  16,  a most  welcome  reversal.  The 
England  and  Wales  infant  mortality  rate  in  1954  was  25.5,  the  lowest 
ever  recorded. 

The  local  statistics  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  comparing 
favourably  in  every  case  with  the  National  figures. 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

The  district  is  in  the  area  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  hospital  and  specialist  consultant  services,  within 
the  area  of  the  Essex  Executive  Committee  for  general  practitioner 
services,  and  the  Essex  County  Council  is  the  Local  Health  Authority 
and  School  Health  Authority  for  personal  health  services  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  infants  and  schoolchildren,  and  those  of  all  ages 
suffering  from  mental  ill  health.  The  County  Council  also  provides 
an  ambulance  service  for  all  needs. 

The  only  hospital  in  the  district  is  St.  Andrew’s,  Stock  Road, 
Billericay,  a large  general  hospital  dealing  with  all  types  of  medical 
and  surgical  conditions.  General  hospitals  at  Southend  and  other 
adjacent  areas  also  admit  patients  from  Basildon.  The  number  of 
general  practitioners  with  addresses  in  the  district  has  increased  to 
twenty  and  other  doctors  outside  our  boundaries  have  patients  in 
Basildon. 

The  County  Council  has  five  Health  Centres  in  the  district  as 
follows  : 

Craylands  Health  Centre,  Timberlog  Lane,  Basildon. 

Tel.  No.  Vange  2166 

Pitsea  Health  Centre,  The  Broadway,  High  Road,  Pitsea. 

Tel.  No.  Vange  2275 

Laindon  Health  Centre,  Florence  Road,  Laindon. 

Tel.  No.  Laindon  161 

Billericay  Health  Centre,  Laindon  Road,  Billericay. 

Tel.  No.  Billericay  423 

Wickford  Health  Centre,  Nevendon  Road,  Wickford. 

Tel.  No.  Wickford  3364 

At  each  of  these  Centres  there  are  clinic  sessions  for  expectant 
mothers,  infant  welfare,  schoolchildren,  etc.,  and  details  of  these  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  Centre,  each  of  which  has  one  or  more 
Health  Visitors  who  call  upon  mothers  in  their  own  homes  in  addition 
to  giving  advice  at  the  Centres. 

A Tuberculosis  Care  Association  exists  in  the  area  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  sufferers  from  this  disease.  The  Hon.  Secretary  is  Miss 
J.  A.  Blanks,  “ Greyfriars  ”,  Highlands  Avenue,  Vange. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  formal  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  47  of  this  Act 
since  it  came  into  force.  This  section  enables  the  Local  Authority  to 
arrange  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  an  institution  of  persons  who 
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are  not  receiving  adequate  care  and  attention  and  who  are  unwilling 
to  enter  an  institution  voluntarily.  Investigations  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  where  it  was  necessary  to  decide  if  action  under  this  section 
was  called  for,  but  fortunately  it  was  again  possible  to  avoid  recourse 
to  formal  action  during  the  year. 

One  burial  was  arranged  by  the  department  under  Section  50  of 
the  Act. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supplies 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  good  progress  was  made  during  the  year 
with  the  Council’s  Water  Scheme.  As  the  Southend  Waterworks 
Company  are  the  statutory  undertakers  for  the  larger  part  of  the 
district  most  of  the  new  mains  were  laid  in  the  Company’s  statutory 
area. 

Mains  were  laid  as  follows  : 

2"  diameter 

3"  diameter  . . 1 mile 

4"  diameter  . . 6 miles 

6"  diameter  . . 1 mile 

9"  diameter 


114  yards 
1,349  yards 
943  yards 
1,284  yards 
987  yards 


10  miles  1,157  yards 


The  Council  are  the  water  undertakers  for  the  old  Parish  of  Lang- 
don  Hills  and  the  water  is  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  South  Essex  Water- 
works Company.  No  new  extensions  were  carried  out  in  this  area 
during  the  year. 

New  supplies  were  afforded  as  under  : 

By  Southend  Waterworks  Company  . . 1,202  (including  new  premises) 

Langdon  Hills  Waterworks  . . . . 21  (including  new  premises) 

1,223 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  provided 
with  a piped  supply  was  : 

Southend  Waterworks  area  . . . . 14,002 

Langdon  Hills  area  . . 840 

14,842 


There  are  still  a large  number  of  dwelling  houses  dependent  on 
the  Council’s  standpipes,  stored  rain  water  and  spring  wells  for  water 
supply,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  was  approximately  1,308. 
This  number  will  decrease  as  the  older  properties  are  connected  to  the 
new  mains,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  get  the  owners  of  dwelling 
houses  to  have  a piped  supply.  It  has  taken  a great  deal  of  time, 
])atience  and  persuasion  to  get  owners  to  connect,  as  many  of  the 
])roperties  on  the  line  of  the  new  mains  are  owner  occupied  and  quite 
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a good  percentage  arc  old  age  pensioners  who  are  unable  to  afford 
down  payments.  The  Southend  Waterworks  Company  have  been  very 
generous  in  carrying  out  connections  and  allowing  the  owners  to  pay 
the  cost  over  a period  of  two  years,  and  in  cases  of  extreme  financial 
hardship  have  increased  the  period  for  repayment.  During  1954  two 
hundred  and  fifty-one  visits  were  paid  to  premises  in  connection  with 
water  supply. 

The  Council  have  endeavoured  to  provide  main  water  by  means 
of  standpipes  to  premises  which  are  situated  in  roadways  not  served 
or  which  will  not  immediately  be  served  by  mains  and  during  the  year 
six  new  standpipes  were  erected,  two  were  demolished  when  mains 
were  laid  in  the  roadways  and  one  re-sited  : the  work  of  providing 
further  standpipes  was  well  in  hand  by  December.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  sixty-eight  standpipes  were  in  use. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  was 
satisfactory  as  to  quality  and  quantity  ; weekly  bacteriological  samples 
of  the  raw  water  and  daily  tests  were  made  of  the  treated  water  going 
into  supply.  In  addition,  fortnightly  analyses  were  made  by  the 
Company’s  resident  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  of  the  water  drawn 
from  local  wells.  The  result  of  the  examinations  showed  the  water 
to  be  of  high  organic  purity  and  good  bacterial  quality  : the  chemical 
character  of  the  water  was  found  to  be  normal. 

The  water  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Com- 
pany was  of  good  quality  and  frequent  chemical,  bacteriological  and 
biological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Company. 

During  the  year  three  complaints  were  received  concerning  the 
unsuitability  of  the  water  supply  from  underground  rain  water  storage 
tanks.  Representations  were  made  in  each  case  to  the  owner  which 
resulted  in  repairs  being  carried  out  to  the  tanks  and  the  supply  of 
water  improved. 

Many  requests  were  made  for  mains  to  be  extended  in  roadways, 
but  the  Council  were  not  able  to  accede  to  every  individual  request 
owing  to  the  excessive  cost  in  relation  to  the  small  number  of  properties 
that  would  benefit,  and  the  Council’s  policy  has  been  to  see  the  com- 
pletion of  the  scheme  already  agreed  upon  and  for  a supplementary 
scheme  to  be  considered  later. 

Water  Shortage 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  under  review  was  heavier  than  in 
1953  : this  was  reflected  in  the  number  of  applications  received  for 
delivery  of  water.  95,200  gallons  of  water  were  delivered  during  the 
year,  representing  delivery  to  199  properties  within  the  urban  district 
and  226  applications. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  year  was  24.2  inches.  The  figures  for 
1953  and  1952  were  20.66  and  25.65  inches. 

Nuisances 

As  in  the  past,  the  lack  of  main  drainage  and  refuse  collection  in 
many  parts  of  the  urban  district  was  responsible  for  many  of  the 
nuisances  caused.  There  are  still  many  miles  of  unmade  roads  which 
are  inaccessible  to  the  heavy  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  the  Council 
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have  provided  communal  refuse  bins  accessible  to  the  collecting  lorries 
at  convenient  points  for  the  residents  to  dispose  of  their  household 
refuse. 

There  are,  however,  many  instances  each  year  of  hedges  and  ditches 
made  unsightly  or  offensive  by  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  roadside 
for  the  disposal  of  garbage.  A little  self  help  and  self  discipline  would 
obviate  this  unnecessary  spoiling  of  many  semi-rural  areas. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  and  sink  waste  water  into  ditches  and 
watercourses  still  continued  despite  the  efforts  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  to  eliminate  this  class  of  nuisance.  During  the  year  the 
number  of  inspections  and  reinspections  made  to  abate  nuisances, 
other  than  housing  defects,  totalled  1,095. 

Many  demands  were  made  on  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptying 
service  and  the  number  of  cesspools  emptied  increased  considerably. 
1,154  cesspool  cleansings  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  654 
agreements  for  this  service  were  entered  into.  The  increase  has  im- 
posed a great  strain  on  the  resources  available,  and  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Surveyor’s  staff  to  work  overtime  to  satisfy  the  demands  made 
on  the  service. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Buttsbury  Low  Level  Sewerage 
Scheme  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  As  the  sewer 
did  not  come  into  use  until  December  very  few  connections  were  made 
in  1954.  The  Council’s  Subsidiary  Sewerage  Scheme  No.  3 was  com- 
menced and  sewers  were  laid  in  Rectory  Gardens,  Rectory  Hill  Road 
and  Fairleigh  Road,  Pitsea  ; Victoria  Avenue  (part),  Osborne  Road 
(part),  Langdon  Hills  ; and  Denbigh  Road,  Laindon. 

During  the  year  1,426  new  properties  were  connected  to  the  sewer  : 
this  figure  includes  Council  and  Basildon  Development  Corporation 
properties.  The  number  of  old  properties  connected  amounted  to  74, 
making  a total  of  1,500  connections  for  the  year. 

Many  owners  of  properties  find  it  impossible  to  connect  their 
premises  on  a cost  down  basis  and  ask  the  Council  to  carry  out  the 
work  on  their  behalf,  the  cost  of  connection  being  spread  over  a period. 

Visits  made  to  premises  during  the  year  with  regard  to  sewer 
connections  totalled  261. 

Public  Cleansing 

Approximately  11,000  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  and  disposed 
of  on  the  Council’s  tip  at  Pitsea,  whilst  303  tons  of  salvage  were  sold 
producing  an  income  of  ;^2,030.  There  was  a substantial  increase  in 
the  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  difficulty  was  found  in  providing 
adequate  transport  until  the  new  Dennis  Paxit  Major  collecting  vehicle 
was  delivered  in  November.  Difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  the 
recruitment  and  retention  of  labour,  but  had  the  Council  not  intro- 
duced a payment  by  results  scheme  this  difficulty  would  have  been 
greater.  Trade  refuse  was  collected  from  93  premises. 

Mechanical  cleansing  of  roadways  was  continued  and  a total  of 
1,164  working  miles  was  recorded.  This  is  a decrease  on  the  previous 
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year  due  to  the  Council’s  mechanical  sweeper  being  out  of  action  for 
three  months. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Surveyor  for  the  information  on 
drainage,  sewerage,  public  cleansing  and  new  dwellings. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  usual  complaints  were  received  concerning  nuisances  from 
garden  bonfires,  but  as  no  statutory  action  can  be  taken  regarding  this 
type  of  nuisance  the  offenders  were  requested  to  take  reasonable  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  annoyance  to  their  neighbours  by  smoke  and  dust. 

Frequent  complaints  were  received  from  one  person  concerning 
dust  from  a dust  removal  machine  at  a rag  collector’s  sorting  works. 
Although  several  visits  were  paid  no  nuisance  was  found  to  exist  that 
would  call  for  statutory  action  by  the  Council. 

Observations  of  smoke  emission  from  factories  on  the  Basildon 
New  Town  Industrial  Site  were  intensified  during  the  year  and  con- 
sultations with  the  managements  resulted  in  an  exchange  of  views 
which  should  assist  us  in  approaching  this  problem  in  the  future. 

It  is  still  my  view  that  atmospheric  pollution  is  receiving  insufficient 
attention. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  other  Insects 

Fifty-two  visits  were  paid  to  infested  premises.  Most  of  the 
visits  were  made  to  give  advice  concerning  the  eradication  of  such 
insects  as  ants,  beetles  and  mosquitoes. 

The  Council  make  a charge  of  five  shillings  for  treatment  of  private 
houses  where  there  are  infestations  of  bugs  or  fleas. 

Premises  treated  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 

Bugs  Fleas 

Council  houses  . . 1 3 

Private  houses  . . 8 4 

Euproctis  Chrysorrhoea  (Brown-tail  Moth) 

This  pest  develops  in  hawthorn  bushes  and  the  caterpillar  stage  is 
reached  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  when  the  caterpillars  emerge. 
Persons  handling  the  caterpillars  sometimes  develop  an  allergic  skin 
reaction  as  a result  of  contact  with  the  hairs  covering  the  body.  Of 
greater  importance  is  the  damage  which  may  result  from  the  cater- 
pillars’ fondness  for  the  foliage  of  hedges  and  trees.  Slight  infestations 
were  found  in  hedges  and  treatment  with  D.D.T.  yielded  good  results. 

Rats  and  Mice 

During  the  year  the  Health  Department  had  part  time  use  of  two 
operatives  loaned  from  the  Surveyor’s  Department.  As  the  distance 
travelled  by  these  men  was  considerable  and  the  means  of  transport 
by  bicycle,  a great  deal  of  time  was  taken  up  with  the  destruction  of 
rodents  and  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  the  treatments  up 
to  date.  Requests  for  assistance  increased  and  as  quite  a number  of 
these  came  from  residents  of  the  New  Town  Corporation  houses  it  is 
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assumed  that  the  infestations  were  caused  by  the  removal  of  hedges, 
farm  buildings,  etc.,  which  were  the  nesting  places  of  rats.  As  in  the 
past,  private  dwellings  were  treated  free  of  cost  and  a charge  made  in 
the  case  of  business  premises. 

Applications  for  assistance  totalled  169  and  treatment  found  neces- 
sary in  163  cases  as  follows  : 

Council  Properties  Private  Dwellings  Business  Premises 

20  111  32 

Treatment  was  also  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  and 
sewers. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Rodent  Operatives  during  the  year 
totalled  620. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Most  of  the  visits  paid  to  shops  under  the  Shops  Act  were  in  con- 
nection with  Sunday  trading  and  it  was  noted  that  many  of  the  shop- 
keepers were  unaware  of  the  goods  which  may  or  may  not  be  sold  on 
Sundays.  In  such  cases  advice  was  given  and  printed  leaflets  con- 
taining extracts  from  the  Act  were  left  with  the  shopkeepers. 

Whilst  food  shops  were  being  inspected  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  note  was  taken  of  any  non-compliance  with  the  Shops  Act. 
In  many  cases  it  was  found  that  the  sanitary  conveniences  used  by 
employees  were  not  kept  in  a clean  condition  : letters  sent  to  the  owners 
or  occupiers  resulted  in  the  defects  being  remedied  without  recourse  to 
statutory  action. 

Factories 

During  the  year  eighty-eight  visits  were  paid  to  factories  in  the 
area.  Many  of  the  visits  were  in  connection  with  new  factories  in  the 
Basildon  New  Town. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 

132. 


Inspections  revealed  defects  as  under  : 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  . . 1 

Unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences  . . 2 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  defects  in  one  of  the  factories  were 
remedied. 

As  the  Industrial  Site  in  the  New  Town  develops,  much  more  time 
has  to  be  spent  in  consultation  with  factory  owners,  architects  and  the 
Essex  Fire  Service  on  draft  plans  for  new  factories,  and  a happy  relation- 
ship exists  between  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  other 
bodies  concerned  with  the  erection  of  these  new  buildings  and  the 
administration  of  the  Factories  Act. 

No  serious  complaints  of  nuisances  from  factories  were  received 
during  the  year. 

A variety  of  goods  is  produced  at  local  factories,  from  electrical 
equipment  to  Christmas  crackers,  and  the  number  of  persons  engaged 
in  industry  in  the  urban  district  is  increasing  rapidly. 
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Outworkers 

The  returns  submitted  by  industrialists  during  August  showed 
the  number  of  outworkers  employed  to  be  as  under  : 


Wearing  apparel 

37 

Artificial  flowers 

2 

Stuffed  toys  . . 

1 

Christmas  crackers 

218 

258 


Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 

During  the  year  visits  were  paid  to  shops  selling  heating  appliances. 
Only  in  one  case  was  it  found  that  fire  appliances  did  not  comply  with 
the  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Applications  for  licences  and  renewal  of  existing  licences  numbered 
17,  this  being  an  increase  over  the  previous  year.  The  licences  issued 
were  mainly  for  the  sale  of  birds,  puppies  and  goldfish. 

One  contravention  was  noted  where  a dealer  was  found  to  be 
selling  birds  without  a licence,  and  upon  being  informed  that  he  must 
be  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  he  promptly  ceased  his 
sales. 

Visits  paid  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act  totalled  seventeen. 

General 

During  the  year  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  increased 
considerably,  this  being  due  to  the  re-opening  of  slaughterhouses,  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  and  the 
taking  over  of  food  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The 
Council  were  mindful  of  the  increased  responsibilities  and  duties  and 
as  a result  appointed  two  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Even  with 
the  appointment  of  additional  staff  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  keep 
pace  with  the  rapid  development  of  the  district,  particularly  in  the 
New  Town  area,  which  must  of  necessity  create  problems  during  the 
period  of  transition  from  what  was  virtually  a rural  district  to  a more 
closely  built  up  urban  area. 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Visits  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Dwelling  houses  with  respect  to  : 


Defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . . 

1,242 

Water  Supply 

251 

Rehousing  (living  conditions  of  applicants) 

1,504 

Housing  Management 

13 

Dustbins 

34 

Sewer  Connections 

261 

Infectious  Disease 

140 

Social  Welfare 

30 
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Premises  with  respect  to  : 

Vermin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act  . . . . . . 1,095 

Manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream  . . . . . . 41 

Distribution  and  sale  of  milk  . . . . . . . . 98 

Massage  and  Special  Treatment  . . . . . . . . 2 

Hairdressing  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

National  Assistance  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Factories  and  Workshops  . . . . . . . . . . 88 

Meat  and  other  food  shops  and  stalls  . . . . . . . . 1,596 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Pet  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Hawkers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Houseboats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Swimming  Pools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Watercourses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  . . . . . . . . 6 

Smoke  observation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 524 

Bacteriological  sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 


7,280 


SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

Housing  Repairs 

It  has  for  some  years  been  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  operate 
Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  for  the  enforcement  of  repair 
of  dwelling  houses  rather  than  use  the  relevant  section  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.  Labour  is  still  difficult  to  obtain  for  small  repair  jobs, 
most  of  the  builders  being  engaged  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings  so 
that  they  are  reluctant  to  take  on  repairs  of  a minor  nature.  The 
majority  of  the  repairs  effected  were  rather  by  persuasion  than  by 
statutory  action. 

Many  defects  discovered  in  dwelling  houses  were  as  a result  of 
visits  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  applica- 
tions for  Council  houses. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  many  owners  have  been  reluctant  to 
carry  out  major  repairs  to  properties  within  the  designated  area  of  the 
New  Town  of  Basildon,  due  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  use  of 
the  premises  as  the  development  of  the  town  gathers  momentum. 

During  the  year  1954,  401  housing  inspections  were  carried  out 
and  839  re-inspections  made  to  see  that  the  requirements  concerning 
repairs  were  complied  with.  In  many  instances  the  repairs  required 
were  of  a minor  nature  and  in  all  82  houses  were  made  fit.  The  number 
of  houses  demolished  by  formal  action  showed  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year.  A summary  of  tlie  position  follows. 
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Houses  made  fit  : 

Informal  action 

71 

Formal  action 

11 

Demolition  Orders  made 

Houses  demolished  by  formal 

^Number  of  persons  displaced  37 

action 

14J 

Houses  closed  as  a result  of 

Undertakings 

4 Number  of  persons  displaced  8 

Number  of  Undertakings  ac- 

cepted by  the  Council 

2 

During  the  year  proceedings  were  taken  against  an  owner  for 
non-compliance  with  a Statutory  Notice  served  for  repairs  to  a property. 
A conviction  was  obtained  but  as  the  work  had  still  not  been  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year  further  proceedings  were  pending. 

There  was  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses 
erected  during  the  year  by  the  Council,  the  Basildon  Development 
Corporation  and  private  enterprise,  the  figures  being  as  follows  : 
Billericay  Urban  District  Council  . . . . 224 

Basildon  Development  Corporation  . . . . 670 

Privately  . . . . . . . . . . 537 

London  Co-operative  Housing  Association  . . 46 


1,477 


Rehousing 

At  the  end  of  1954,  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
housing  list  totalled  1,420,  of  whom  210  desired  aged  persons’  bungalows. 

The  Council’s  Housing  Management  Sub-Committee  decided  to 
review  all  cases  on  the  waiting  list  and  requested  the  Health  Department 
to  furnish  up  to  date  reports  on  applicants’  living  conditions.  This 
request  gave  the  Sanitary  Inspectorate  a great  deal  of  extra  work  and 
resulted  in  1,504  visits  being  paid  to  applicants’  homes,  the  majority 
of  visits  being  made  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

During  the  year  eight  visits  were  paid  to  moveable  dwellings  to 
ensure  that  the  Council’s  Byelaws  were  being  observed.  In  cases 
where  such  dwellings  were  found  to  be  placed  on  land  without  the 
Council’s  permission,  the  facts  were  reported  to  the  Surveyor  for  him 
to  report  to  the  Planning  Committee. 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  EOOD 

Milk  and  Dairies 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  registrations  in  force  was 
as  under  : 

Dairies  . . . . . . 16 

Distributors  ..  ..  ..  114 
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Licences  Granted 

Sterilised 

111 

Pasteurised 

42 

Tuberculin  Tested 

30 

Accredited 

10 

Supplementary  Licences 

Sterilised 

4 

Pasteurised 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

Accredited 

1 

The  number  of  licences  granted  differed  very  little  from  last  year 

During  the  year  the  samples  of  milk  taken 

were  as 

follows  : 

Sterilised 

18 

Pasteurised 

45 

Tuberculin  Tested  pasteurised 

28 

Homogenised 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested  pasteurised  (Channel  Island) 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested  farm  bottled  (Channel  Island) 

15 

111 


The  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  were  as  follows  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  farm  bottled  (Channel  Island)  1 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

At  intervals  during  the  year  empty  milk  bottles  were  taken  from 
the  washing  machine  at  the  local  pasteurisation  establishment  and 
sent  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination.  The  number  taken  totalled 
thirty-two.  One  batch  of  bottles  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and 
from  the  investigations  which  were  made  it  was  concluded  that  the 
caps  used  on  the  bottles  were  not  sterile  ; the  defect  was  remedied 
and  further  samples  taken  gave  better  results. 

A few  complaints  were  received  concerning  pieces  of  glass  in  bottles 
of  milk  and  this  was  found  to  be  due  to  faulty  rubbers  on  the  capping 
machine. 

Two  complaints  were  received  concerning  dirty  milk  bottles  and 
representations  were  made  to  the  firm  bottling  the  milk. 

Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  forty-one  visits  were  paid  to  premises  and  vehicles 
selling  ice  cream  and  fourteen  new  registrations  granted.  With  two 
exceptions  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  was  obtained  from 
large  and  reputable  manufacturers,  the  ice  cream  being  delivered  and 
sold  prepacked. 

Upon  applications  being  received  for  registration,  the  premises 
were  visited  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938  were  being  complied  with. 

Six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
the  results  being  as  follows  : 

4 samples  : Provisional  Grade  1 
1 sample  ; Provisional  Grade  2 
1 sample  ; Provisional  Grade  3 
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Food  Shops  and  Stalls 

During  the  year  1,596  visits  were  paid  to  food  shops  and  stalls, 
excluding  slaughterhouses,  ice  cream  premises  and  food  hawkers’ 
vans.  Defects  found  were  as  under  : 


Shops 

Insufficient  supply  of  hot  water  . . . . . . 57 

Lack  of  cleanliness  and  want  of  decoration  . . 176 

Lack  of  washing  facilities  . . . . . . . . 4 

Premises  in  disrepair  . . . . . . . . 17 

Insufficient  protection  of  food  . . . . . . 6 

Insufficient  ventilation  . . . . . . . . 13 


The  comprehensive  inspection  of  food  premises  continued  during 
the  year  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  the  defects  found 
were  varied.  The  figure  of  176  as  to  lack  of  cleanliness  and  want  of 
decoration  appears  to  be  high,  but  concerned  mainly  the  decoration 
of  walls  and  ceilings.  By  the  end  of  December  most  of  the  work  had 
been  completed  or  was  in  hand  and  a great  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  condition  of  food  shops  throughout  the  urban  district. 

Details  concerning  complaints  as  to  unsound  food  are  given  below. 

1.  Potatoes  sold  that  were  affected  by  frost. 

2.  Swedish  canned  gooseberries  that  were  alleged  to  have  a bitter 
taste.  The  Analyst  stated  that  the  taste  was  probably  due 
to  metallic  contamination  and  that  the  degree  of  contamination 
was  not  harmful. 

3.  Steak  and  kidney  pie  found  to  be  mouldy.  Enquiries  revealed 
that  the  pie  had  been  kept  in  stock  for  ten  days  in  a refrigerator. 

4.  Cream  slice  found  to  be  mouldy.  Investigations  failed  to 
disclose  any  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  occurrence. 

5.  Tainted  meat  pie  supplied  to  a school  canteen.  Investigations 
did  not  prove  profitable  as  the  remainder  of  the  uneaten  pie 
was  destroyed  by  the  canteen  cook.  No  illness  resulted  from 
the  consumption  of  the  pie. 

Stalls 

The  stalls  in  the  two  markets  in  the  area  were  frequently  visited. 
Many  were  found  not  to  have  their  names  and  addresses  exhibited  and 
the  warnings  issued  were  sufficient  to  make  the  owners  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  the  Council’s 
Byelaws. 


The  articles  of  food  condemned 

Cwts. 

during  the  year  were 
Qrs.  Lbs.  Ozs. 

Meat 

3 

— 

18  — 

Pig’s  carcase 

3 

27  — 

Offal 

1 

7 — 

Fish 

2 

1 

15 

Poultry  . . 

2 

2 

14  — 

Rabbit 

2 

— 

5 — 

Sausages 

2 

11  6 

16 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Meat,  tinned 

4 

1 

3 

12| 

Meat  pudding,  tinned  . . 

3 

8 

Fish,  tinned 

1 

15 

10| 

Fish  paste 

111 

Vegetables,  tinned 

4 

— 

1 

9 

Fruit,  tinned 

3 

2 

— 

8J 

Milk,  bottled  sterilised 

4 fluid  ozs. 

Milk,  tinned 

6 

8 

and  247|  pints 

Cream,  tinned 

4 

13| 

Soup,  tinned 

3 

— 

15| 

Jam  

2 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

— 

Honey 

1 

8 

Orange  curd 

14| 

Fruit  mincemeat 

6 

m 

Cheese 

5 

121 

Peanut  butter 

1 

4 

Sauce 

12|  fluid  ozs. 

Pickle 

1 

— 

and  1 5 fluid  ozs. 

Sandwich  spread 

1 

12 

and  52  fluid  ozs. 

Jelly  

3 

8 

Junket 

1|  fluid  ozs. 

Miscellaneous  beverages 

1 

8 

Tomato  pur^e 

10 

12 

Tomato  juice 

1 

— 

Cake  flour 

2 

— 

Salt 

1 

8 

Eggs  

1 dozen 

Meat  Inspection 

The  1st  July,  1954  saw  the  end  of  meat  rationing  and  the  re- 
opening of  some  of  the  slaughterhouses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  five 
licences  had  been  granted  in  respect  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  area. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  killed  at  these  slaughter- 
houses was  as  under  ; 

Boviries  366 
Pigs  . . 2,927 
Sheep  ..  126 

3,419 


Meat  condemned  : 

tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

For  tuberculosis 

11 

— 

54 

Other  causes 

16 

2 

204 

1 

7 

2 

26 

17 


Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme 

The  Council  agreed  to  assist  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  certifying  the 
dead  weight  of  pigs  at  slaughterhouses  and  during  the  year  one  slaughter- 
house was  registered  by  that  Ministry  as  a Certifying  Centre.  From 
the  1st  July  to  the  31st  December,  570  pigs  were  certified. 

The  work  of  certification  takes  up  a lot  of  the  Meat  Inspectors’ 
time  as  each  pig  has  to  be  examined,  marked  and  weighed  and  the 
weight  recorded  on  a certificate.  Certificates  are  despatched  daily  and 
a return  made  weekly  to  the  Ministry. 

The  majoritj^  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  under  the 
scheme  are  sent  to  London  markets,  and  all  such  animals  are  inspected 
before  leaving  the  district. 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  was  very  small  having  regard  to 
the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected. 

Food  Hawkers 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Essex  County  Coitncil  Act,  1952, 
food  hawkers  and  their  premises  used  for  the  storage  of  food  are  required 
to  be  registered. 

A survey  was  made  of  the  district  and  visits  were  paid  to  twenty- 
three  hawkers  and  their  storage  premises.  During  the  year  eight 
registrations  were  granted.  The  goods  sold  consist  of  groceries,  green- 
grocery and  fruit. 

It  has  been  noted  that  as  the  New  Town  and  the  Council  estates 
develop,  the  number  of  food  hawkers  increases. 

Food  and  Drugs 

On  April  1st,  1954,  the  Council  became  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
having  taken  over  this  function  from  the  Essex  County  Council. 


Samples  taken  during  the  year  are  listed  below. 


Article  sampled 

No. 

No.  found 

No.  found  to  be 

examined 

to  he 

ad'idtevated  or 

genuine 

imder  standard 

Acid  drops 

1 

1 

— 

Almond  essence  . . 

1 

1 



Almond  paste 

1 

1 

— 

Apricots,  dried 

1 

1 

— 

Arrowroot 

1 

1 



Baking  powder  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Barley  water  crystals 

1 

1 

— 

Blackcurrant  and  aniseed  drops 

1 

1 

— 

Blackcurrant  cordial 

1 

1 



Blackcurrant  juice 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 



Butter  brazils 

1 

1 



Butter  drops 

1 

I 

— 

Butterscotch 

1 

1 



Cake  flour 

1 

1 



Celery  salt 

1 

1 

— 
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Article  sampled 

No. 

examined 

No.  found 
to  be 
genuine 

Cherries  in  sugar  syrup 

1 

1 

Coca  Cola 

I 

1 

Coffee  and  chicory 

1 

1 

Cokernut  ice 

1 

1 

Cornflour  . . 

1 

1 

Cough  candy 

1 

1 

Curry  powder 

1 

1 

Custard  powder  . . 

1 

1 

Essence  of  rennet 

1 

1 

Fruit  drops,  mixed 

1 

1 

Gin 

1 

1 

Ginger,  ground  . . 

1 

1 

Ginger  wine,  non-alcoholic 

1 

1 

Glace  cherries 

1 

1 

Gluco  barley  fruits 

1 

1 

Glucose  beverage 

1 

1 

Golden  raising  powder 

1 

1 

Gravy  powder 

1 

1 

Ground  almonds 

1 

1 

Household  fruit  mixture 

1 

1 

Jam  

1 

1 

Jelly  crystals  . . 

1 

1 

Lard 

1 

1 

Lemon  curd 

1 

1 

Lemon  juice 

1 

1 

Lime  juice  cordial 

1 

Broken  in 
transit 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Marmalade 

1 

1 

Meat  paste 

1 

1 

Milk  chocolate  seedless  raisins 

1 

1 

Milk  

45 

45 

Milk,  evaporated 

1 

Broken  in 
transit 

Mixed  spice 

1 

1 

Mustard,  French 

1 

1 

Nutmeg,  ground 

1 

Broken  in 
transit 

Oranges 

1 

1 

Orange  squash  . . 

3 

3 

Pepper 

1 

1 

Pickles 

1 

1 

Rice 

1 

1 

Rum 

1 

1 

Sage  and  onion  stuffing 

1 

1 

Sauce 

1 

1 

Sausages,  beef 

3 

3 

Sausages,  pork  . . 

5 

3 

Shortbread  mixture 

1 

1 

Soup,  tomato 

1 

1 

Suet,  shredded  . . 

1 

1 

Tea 

1 

1 

No.  found  to  be 
adulterated  or 
under  standard 
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Article  sampled 

No. 

No.  found 

No.  found  to  be 

examined 

to  be 

adulterated  or 

genuine 

under  standard 

Tomato  chutney 

1 

1 

— 

Tomatoes,  tinned 

1 

1 

— 

Vanilla  essence  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Vegetable  fat  shortening 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar,  malt 

1 

1 

— 

Whipping  compound 

1 

1 

— 

Whisky  . . 

2 

2 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 

1 

1 

— 

Boracic  crystals  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Borax 

1 

1 

— 

Chest  and  lung  mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  of  tartar 

1 

1 

— 

Epsom  salts 

1 

1 

— 

Glauber  salts 

1 

1 

— 

Hydrogen  peroxide 

1 

1 

— 

Liquid  paraffin  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Olive  oil  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Seidlitz  powder  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Tartaric  acid 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

138 

132 

3 

Bacteriological  Samples 

Article  sampled 

No. 

No.  found 

No.  found  to  be 

examined 

to  be 

adulterated  or 

genuine 

under  standard 

Miscellaneous 

2 

2 

— 

Ice  cream 

6* 

— 

— 

Milk  

111 

107 

2* 

Bottle  rinsings  . . 

32 

26 

6* 

* Details  concerning  these  samples  are  given  under  the  appropriate 
sections,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  in  two  out  of  one  hundred  and 
eleven  milk  samples  examined  the  tests  were  invalid  because  of  technical 
difficulties. 

Non-genuine  Samples 

(a)  With  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  pork  sausages, 
the  Analyst  reported  that  the  meat  content  was  53  per  cent,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  the  sausages  should  contain  at  least  65  per  cent,  of  meat 
and  each  sample  was,  therefore,  deficient  in  meat  to  the  extent  of  12 
per  cent.  The  standard  of  65  per  cent,  was  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  during  the  war  period  and  at  the  end  of  meat  rationing  the 
Order  made  was  revoked,  no  standard  therefore  being  in  force.  In 
the  circumstances,  no  legal  action  was  taken.  The  firm  manufacturing 
the  sausages  was,  however,  informed  of  the  Analyst’s  remarks. 

(b)  The  sample  of  Seidlitz  powder  was  found  when  opened  to  be 
in  a perished  condition.  The  contents  of  the  blue  packet  were  in  a 
lumpy  condition  and  the  contents  of  the  white  paper  completely 
missing.  The  powder  was  no  longer  effective  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  designed.  Upon  representations  being  made  to  the  vendor  all 
Uocks  of  tlie  powders  were  withdrawn  from  sale. 
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During  the  year  there  was  some  concern  regarding  oranges  sprayed 
witli  thiourea,  a preparation  which  could  be  absorbed  into  the  oranges. 
A sample  of  oranges  was  submitted  to  the  Analyst  and  was  found  to 
be  free  from  contamination. 


SECTION  F 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

There  is  no  unexpected  feature  in  the  infectious  disease  statistics. 
Scarlet  fever  declined  slightly,  as  did  poliomyelitis,  there  being  three 
cases  of  the  latter  as  compared  with  four  in  the  previous  year.  Whooping 
cough  cases  decreased  to  one  third  and  measles  cases  to  one  quarter  of 
the  1953  incidence.  Measles  is  subject  to  a see-saw  variation  every 
two  years,  and  the  notifications  for  the  two  years  illustrate  this  charac- 
teristic. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  food  poisoning  incident  was  of  special  interest.  It  occurred 
early  in  August  and  involved  six  people,  a woman,  her  young  son  of 
three  years  and  her  mother,  and  three  men.  The  two  women  and  the 
boy  set  out  one  morning  to  spend  a day  by  the  sea,  making  the  journey 
by  one  of  the  regular  coach  services.  At  noon  they  all  ate  some  home 
made  ham  sandwiches  and  drank  a bottle  of  milk.  The  women  ate 
most  of  the  sandwiches,  the  boy  only  a portion  of  one.  At  2.30  p.m. 
the  women  became  violently  ill  and  were  admitted  to  hospital.  At 
6 p.m.  the  boy  also  became  ill  and  was  similarly  admitted.  Investiga- 
tion showed  that  the  remains  of  the  ham  sandwiches  contained  an 
organism,  staphylococcus  aureus,  which  was  isolated  from  the  victims 
and  was  considered  to  be  the  cause  of  their  illness.  Cooked  ham  was 
bought  from  the  same  shop  on  the  same  day  by  three  other  individuals 
who  suffered  from  sudden  and  severe  illness  of  similar  character  whilst  at 
work,  after  eating  the  ham  for  lunch.  Unfortunately,  it  was  not 
possible  to  isolate  the  organisms  causing  the  illness  of  these  last  three 
people,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  same  germ  was  responsible  for 
all  six  cases,  that  is  the  family  group  of  three  in  search  of  the  sea  and 
the  three  men,  not  related  to  the  first  group,  who  became  ill  at  work. 

Although  extensive  investigations  failed  to  indicate  with  certainty 
the  origin  of  this  outbreak,  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  was  due  to  a 
germ  contained  in  the  ham  sandwiches,  and  the  resulting  illness  was 
severe  enough  to  cause  serious  concern  and  possibly  even  to  threaten 
the  survival  of  the  weaker,  both  young  and  old,  among  those  affected. 

No  more  cases  came  to  light  at  the  time,  and  no  further  cases 
connected  with  this  shop  where  the  ham  was  purchased  have  occurred 
since. 

Home  Accidents 

The  importance  of  accidents  in  the  home  as  a cause  of  incon- 
venience, disability,  or  even  death  has  been  overlooked  during  the  past 
when  diseases  such  as  diphtheria  filled  thousands  of  hospital  beds  each 
year.  But  the  increasing  control  over  infectious  ailments  has  left  the 
accident  occurring  in  the  home  as  one  of  the  major  enemies  of  human 
happiness.  These  accidents  will  be  substantially  reduced  only  when 
greater  care  is  exercised  in  the  home  and  more  thought  given  to  the 
special  difficulties  encountered  by  the  young  and  the  old. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING 
Causes 

1954 

Male  Female  Total 

All  causes 

311 

240 

551 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

7 

— 

7 

2. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— ■ 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

12 

4 

16 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  and  bronchus  . . 

26 

2 

28 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

— 

6 

6 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

28 

18 

46 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

16. 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

5 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

29 

35 

64 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

73 

48 

121 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

3 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

41 

36 

77 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

16 

25 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

13 

16 

29 

24. 

Bronchitis 

20 

7 

27 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  . . 

3 

— 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

2 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  . . 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

26 

25 

51 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

3 

7 

10 

35. 

Suicide  . . 

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1954 


Age  Group 

Male  Female  Total 

Under  1 

8 

7 

15 

1 — 2 

2 

1 

3 

3—5 

1 

— 

1 

6-  15 

— 

1 

1 

16—24 

3 

1 

4 

25—34 

5 

1 

6 

35—44 

9 

7 

16 

45—54 

. . 23 

12 

35 

55—64 

. . 40 

28 

68 

65—74 

. . 98 

67 

165 

75—84 

. . 90 

71 

161 

85  and  over 

. . 32 

44 

76 

Total  . . 

..  311 

240 

551 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


England  and  Wales  . . 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London 

160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  popula- 
tion 25,000-50,000  at  1951  Census) 

London  Administrative  County 

Billericay 

* per  1,000  related  live  births 


Rates  per  1,000  Deaths  under 
Hofyic  PopTilfCttioyi  oyic  'y&OrV  p&y 


Live  Births 

Deaths 
A ll  causes 

1,000 

Live  Births 

15.2 

11.3 

25.5* 

15.2 

11.1 

25.2 

14.9 

11.3 

26.6 

15.2 

10.7 

20.7 

20.0 

9.1 

16.0 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notification  of  New  Cases 


Age  Group 


Pulmonary 
M F 


N on-Pulmonary 

M F Total 


Under  1 
1 o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — z 
3—4 

- 

1 

1 



2 

5—14 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

15—24 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

25—34 

4 

2 

1 

— 

7 

35—44 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

45—54 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

55—64 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

4 

2 

3 

Total 

, , 

- 21 

16 

5 

Other 

additional 

cases 

of  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Reason  for  addition  to  Register 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Cases  coming  to  live 

in 

this 

district 

. . 

22 

19 

— 

4 

45 

Cases  in  which  disease 

was 

discovered  after  death 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

23 

19 

1 

4 

Total 


42 


5 


47 


■ ■ ^ 


■ \ 


. ■ 

...  r*.  "'T. . 

: ; . r mi 

1 '»  ill  ‘ a t ■ ' . * 


$ t . 

V~!‘- 

* ■ - 
y t - 


L*  ^ 


'I  - * ■ A 

i(  . 

• V 


W.  H.  HOUUDHRSHAW,  LTD.. 
SOUTHBND-ON-SBA 


